Idaho Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired
Special Board Meeting May 2nd, 2019

Meeting Called to order at 10:30 a.m.
Commissioners in Attendance:  Sue Walker, VIA phone: Britt Raubenheimer, Mike Gibson; Al Schneider, and BJ Stinger 
ICBVI Staff in Attendance: Mike Walsh, Bailie Weir, VIA phone: Adam Warr, Beth Cunningham, Corey Bresina
The ICBVI Board adjourned at 10:35 a.m. into Executive Session as allowed by Idaho Code74-206 (f) to consult with legal counsel on legal ramifications and legal options for the possibility of impending litigation. The MOTION was made by Mike Gibson and seconded by Sue Walker. A roll call vote was required:
Commissioner Walker-Aye
Commissioner Schneider - Aye
Commissioner Raubenheimer - Aye
Commissioner Stinger - Aye
Commissioner Gibson - Aye
Let the minutes reflect that the board has conducted an executive session, during which the board members communicated with legal counsel to discuss the legal ramifications and legal options for potential litigation.
Rules Discussion-Mike Walsh:
The board approved the re-publishing of existing and previously approved and codified chapters under IDAPA 15.02, rules of the Idaho Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired, and also approved the expiration of rules as documented in the Notice Of Omnibus Rulemaking - Temporary And Proposed Rulemaking issued by DFM, effective date June 30, 2019. See additional documentation for specifics. 
To get all of our current rules revised, we must submit our changes to DFM by May 10th. This gives us a good opportunity to get rid of some unnecessary things and clean up, or remove, anything that is obsolete or needs to be revised. Anything we do today is paying it forward as DFM will keep track of all the items that we have removed, so in the future if we have any rules we would like to add, we are providing ourselves a credit. 
Vocational Rehabilitation Chapter Cleanup:
Definitions and abbreviations- there is no reason for us to include several of these definitions as they are incorporated by reference in the Rehab Act of 1973 and WIOA. After conversations with DFM, there is no reason to duplicate the text at the state level. This means we can remove the section’s that are incorporated by reference. Some definitions such as MSD (Most Significantly Disabled) or State Blind Statute must remain as they are not recognized at the federal level. 
Discussion to remove these definitions:
Commissioner Schneider: If we are taking these definitions out of the state book because they are in the federal book, how do people know to go to the federal book to get the information?
Mike Walsh: We currently have much of this information in our policy manual, which can be accessed by the public. This is much easier for them to access than for them to try and navigate the DFM website. We have really just been redundant. 
Commissioner Walker: Is it accessible on our website?
Mike Walsh: Yes, the manual is accessible on our website.
The MOTION to remove definitions that are incorporated by reference and any unnecessary acronyms was made by Mike Gibson and seconded by Sue Walker. All were in favor. 
ARF Information- Any of the terms that are duplicated will be removed.  We would like to strike the language that all exceptions may be made in the payment policy. But keep 04 that explains that the Rehab Chief can make any exceptions. 
Mike will investigate breaking apart item 03 to be a standalone rule. 
[bookmark: _Hlk8288156]The MOTION to approve rule deletions and changes to the VR Rule Book was made by Mike Gibson and seconded by BJ Stinger. All were in favor. 
Sight Restoration and Independent Living Chapter cleanup:
Sight Restoration-There are currently seven definitions in this section and Nancy is recommending striking two of them. The first is the definition of client and the second is the definition of commission. 
Independent Living-In this section there are also seven definitions and Nancy is suggesting striking three of them. Client, commission, and impairment, as they are unnecessary.
Nancy has also suggested we strike two acronyms: CFR and ICBVI. 
Commissioner Raubenheimer has recommended to replace services with (service or services) within this section and to change “himself” to Himself or Herself
The MOTION to approve all revisions to the Sight Restoration and Independent Living Rulebook, as discussed in the meeting, was made by Sue Walker and seconded by Mike Gibson. All were in favor
Business Enterprise Program Chapter cleanup: 
Most of the BEP rules relate to the allowable cost manual and shouldn’t be in statute. Corey suggests striking the statements that could potentially intimidate a prospective Vender and could lessen their fears or concerns. 
The MOTION to approve the changes in the Business Enterprise Program Rulebook, as discussed during the meeting was made by Sue Walker and seconded by Mike Gibson. All were in favor. 
The following rule expirations were discussed and approved:
15.02.02, Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Expire the following definitions. Reason: Incorporated by reference and/or not needed in statute (Rehab Act of 1973)
010.02, 010.03, 010.04, 010.05, 010.06, 010.08, 010.10
Expire all abbreviations. Reason: Incorporated by Reference and/or not necessary to have these in statute.
011. 01 – 011.07
Expire the following from Information, Referral, and Application for VR Services:
101.01 – Reason: Incorporated by Reference (RSA Documents)
101.07 – Reason: Incorporated by Reference (34 CFR 361.41)
Expire the following from Eligibility. Reasons:
110.02 – Redundant. This is found 101.04.
110.03 – Incorporated by reference (Rehab Act of 1973)
110.04 – Outdated. Certificates of Ineligibility no longer exist.

Expire Reserving All Eligibility Decisions. Reason:
111 – Incorporated by reference (Rehab Act of 1973).
Expire the following from Individual Plan for Employment. Reason:
210 - Incorporated by Reference (Rehab Act of 1973)
210.01 – Incorporated by Reference (Rehab Act of 1973)
210.02 – Incorporated by Reference (Rehab Act of 1973)
210.03 – Incorporated by Reference (Rehab Act of 1973)
The MOTION to approve rule expirations in the VR Chapter was made by Mike Gibson and seconded by BJ Stinger. All were in favor. 
15.02.03, Rules Governing the Independent Living Program
Expire the following definitions. Reason: Not necessary to have in statute
010.02, 010.03, 010.06
Expire the following abbreviations. Reason: Not necessary to have in statute.
011.01, 011.02
15.02.04, Rules Governing the Prevention of Blindness and Sight Restoration Program
Expire the following definitions. Reason: Not necessary to have in statute.
010.02, 010.03
The MOTION to approve all revisions to the Sight Restoration and Independent Living chapters, as discussed in the meeting was made by Sue Walker and seconded by Mike Gibson. All were in favor
15.02.30, Business Enterprise Program
Expire from Incorporation by Reference: Allowable Cost Manual. Reason: This is a document created by and for the BEP operators as part of section 160. The Allowable Cost Manual is not required under federal law; this is strictly for use by the Blind Merchants Committee. 
004
Expire the following from Setting Aside of Funds. Reason: This is associated and part of the Allowable Cost Manual (section 160).
100.08
Expire the following from Termination and Suspension of Agreements / Contracts. Reason: This is outdated, and not reflective of current policy and practice.
140.01.c
The MOTION to approve the changes in the Business Enterprise Program chapter, as discussed during the meeting was made by Sue Walker and seconded by Mike Gibson. All were in favor.  These rule expirations are all pending approval from RSA.
CEC recommendations
The CEC requests for the merit raise must be submitted by May 6 and Commissioner Raubenheimer will be submitting this letter to the Governor. After discussion with Trina, a 3.75 % raise would not impact the personnel budget. 
The MOTION to move forward with a 3.75% raise for Beth Cunningham, based on the Board of Director’s previous discussion for Beth’s performance review, was made by Mike Gibson and seconded by Al Schneider. All were in favor.  
The MOTION to adjourn the Special Board Meeting was made by Mike Gibson and seconded by BJ Stinger.
Meeting adjourned at 12:13 p.m.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes were respectfully submitted by Bailie Weir on May 13, 2019


